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Abstract 
 
Background: Higher education in the UK has experienced profound changes in the last three 
decades, as an area for study still remains as an emerging field within Sociology. In addition, 
there is a scarcity of recent sociological research based on the subjective experiences of 
actors such as feminist women academics. In this study, the focus is on feminist women 
academics’ experiences since ´experience´ is not only one of the key concepts in feminist 
theory and research (Hughes, 2002) but also it has been a crucial for the feminist critiques of 
knowledge production, particularly, against the notions of objectivity and neutrality, the 
position of knower and what can be known (Harding, 1987, 1991; Haraway, 1988; Maynard, 
1994). This research is based on the assumption that there are different and competing 
ways of being feminist within academia. 
 
Aims: The general aim of this research is to contribute to a better understanding of higher 
education from a critical sociological perspective. The specific aims are: to contribute to the 
sociological analysis of academia from a feminist perspective; to make feminist academics 
more visible as actors within academia and to comprehend features of the academic world 
from feminist women academics’ point of view. In addition, a better comprehension of the 
feminist academic communities will be provided. 
 
Method: This research is based on a feminist approach and consists of a qualitative study 
that will examine visual and audio-visual records, participant observation and opinions 
provided by interviews with feminist women academics in the UK. Through intersectional 
analysis, it will pay attention to the diversity of their experiences under the assumption that 
they are different and vary according to class, race, age, and culture, among other axes of 
differentiation. 
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