
Teaching Methodologies: Political Practice in the Feminist Classroom

‘The classroom remains the most radical space of possibility in the academy’, writes bell hooks in
Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice of Freedom (12). Teaching is that aspect of our
work which offers ‘the space for change, invention, spontaneous shifts’ (11). When formulating
feminist methodologies, then, should not the classroom be one of our main focuses, a central space
in which to practice feminist politics? In many universities teaching is the least valued of our many
professional tasks. Certainly most academics to some degree enjoy teaching, but they might not be
inclined to, as hooks puts it, ‘see discussion of pedagogy as central to academic work and
intellectual growth, or the practice of teaching as work that enhances and enriches scholarship’
(205). However, if we contend that teaching indeed harbours ‘the most radical space’ for change
within academia, surely we need to consider not only what we teach but how we teach. What
philosophies and pedagogies do we adhere to? How do we teach as feminists? Is there a feminist
way of teaching?
This paper will examine teaching as a possible mode of feminist practice, indeed as one of the most
important spaces for developing and rearticulating feminist methodologies. Arguing for an
intersectional feminism that is aware of issues of not only gender but also of class, race, sexuality, it
considers the importance not only of what we teach but also of how we teach. Teaching becomes a
way of questioning power dynamics and societal structures that exist both within and outside of the
classroom. Teaching, it concludes, might offer a way for feminist academics to problematise a
perceived gap between theory and practice, and articulate transformative future feminisms.
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