
 

‘Difference is a reason for celebration and growth’: re-thinking feminism in Audre 

Lorde’s Zami: A New Spelling of My Name 

 
Numerous feminists, critics and scholars have discussed the issues of who can be a 
feminist and / or participate in the feminist struggle and discourse, offering a variety of 
different, controversial and often conflicting perspectives. The issues range from 
questions regarding who can be a feminist and whether the biological sex is the pre-
requisite for feminist activism and engagement, to minimizing essentialism and 
decolonizing minds to avoid racism and paternalism. 
 
This paper aims to reflect on some of these anxieties through feminist literature, using a 
(black) feminist perspective combined with a close reading of Audre Lorde’s Zami: A 
True Spelling of My Name, which I analyze in terms of its resistance to oppressive 
categories informed by racism, sexism and homophobia. Lorde explicitly writes about her 
own (black) body, lesbian sexuality and disability, re-claiming herself and the people in 
her life as valuable, powerful and beautiful in their difference. Her writing removes the 
stigma of Otherness from her multifaceted person and celebrates connection, tolerance 
and togetherness.  
 
The specific aim of this close reading is to address inclusion and decolonization as 
relevant feminist concerns, promoting the idea of feminism as a collective social action 
which would be dedicated to eliminating various ideologies of domination as exemplified 
in Lorde’s work. The emphasis is placed on viewing oppression as a system of 
interlocking factors occurring simultaneously (rather than separately) in order to argue 
for the need for a collective, non-hegemonic engagement with feminist issues by 
avoiding separation and essentialism, especially in the context of reading feminist fiction 
as a powerful liberatory tool. Finally, the paper suggests recognizing, in Audre Lorde’s 
words, ‘difference as a crucial strength’ - a promising approach to feminism and its future 
struggles.  
 
 
 
  
 
 


